
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

DEVAL L. PATRICK ONE SOUTH STATION PAUL J. HIBBARD 
GOVERNOR 

BOSTON, MA 02110 
CHAIRMAN 

TIMOTHY P. MURRAY 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

(617) 305-3500 W. ROBERT KEATING 
COMM ISSIONER 

TIM WOOLF 
COMMISSIONER 

August 7, 2008 

To: Service List 

Re: 2009 Energy Efficiency Plans 

Dear Service List: 

Chapter 169 of the Acts of 2008, An Act Relative to Green Communities ( the “Act”) 
requires all gas and electric distribution companies and municipal aggregators (together, 
“Program Administrators”) to file three-year energy efficiency plans for programs starting in 
2010.  Companies must begin the development of these three-year plans as soon as possible, in 
order to inform and participate in the program development process outlined in the Act.  This 
process begins with a filing by Program Administrators of their energy efficiency plans with 
the Energy Efficiency Advisory Council by April 30, 2009.1   In the interim, the Department of 
Public Utilities (“Department”) expects that Program Administrators will use program 
implementation in 2009 as a transition year leading into the implementation of expanded 
energy efficiency programs under the Act, beginning in 2010. 

In addition, in July 2008 the Department asked Program Administrators for proposals 
for increased funding of residential energy efficiency programs in 2008, in response to a 
request by the Department of Energy Resources (“DOER”) to help alleviate the cost of 
expected high heating bills this winter.  The potential and need for increased funding to 
address high heating bills in the coming winter season will affect budgets under company 
efficiency plans for both 2008 and 2009. 

In light of these factors, and in consideration of the fact that Program Administrators 
(1) may need to address increased program funding in their 2009 efficiency plans for the 

The Act requires Program Administrators to file the first three-year energy efficiency 
plans with the Department by October 31, 2009.  Administration of the programs under 
the three-year plans commence on January 1, 2010. 
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immediate winter season and in transition to the Act’s three-year plans, and (2) will need to 
turn their attention to the development of the first three-year efficiency plan under the Act as 
soon as feasible, the Department is evaluating its filing requirements for the 2009 electric and 
gas energy efficiency plans.  Specifically, the Department anticipates the need to expedite the 
process of filing and review of all 2009 energy efficiency plans. 

Accordingly, the Department will require that all 2009 electric energy efficiency plans 
be filed with the Department on or before Monday, December 1, 2008. Program 
Administrators that oversee multi-year gas energy efficiency plans that expire in April 2009 
must file proposals to extend current plans through December 31, 2009, with the Department 
on or before Monday, December 1, 2008.2 

Upon receipt, the Department will request public comment and review plans as 
efficiently as possible.3   In addition to the standard contents, each 2009 plan should contain the 
following information: 

•	 proposals for increased program budgets for 2009, relative to previous years 
(gas plans should include proposals to increase budgets, relative to previous 
years, for the 2009 winter season); 

•	 for electric plans, estimates of expected funding from the Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative and Forward Capacity Market proceeds; and 

•	 for electric plans, proposals for how any remaining incremental costs will be 
recovered. 

2 National Grid should file its 2009 gas energy efficiency plan pursuant to KeySpan 
Energy Delivery New England, D.P.U. 07-104 (2008). 

3 For electric energy efficiency plans, review will commence after receipt of DOER’s

report on each plan.  G.L. c. 25A, § 11G; 225 C.M.R. §§ 11.00 et seq.;

Guidelines at § 6.2(3).
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If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Benjamin Spruill, 
Hearing Officer, at 617-305-3735 or benjamin.spruill@state.ma.us.

          /s/  
Paul J. Hibbard, Chairman

          /s/  
W. Robert Keating, Commissioner

          /s/  
Tim Woolf, Commissioner 

cc: Attached Service List 
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